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2. 
- EDITORS PAGE - 


-Lateness of this issue explained 


If all the items contributed for this issue had been handed in on time, 
production would »vrobably have gone along reasonably normally. Unfortunately, 
by the time some of the contributions were straggling in a week to ten days 
late, I was on sick leave, and feeling too unwell to use the time for 

editing Whirrakee, or for anything else much. As I am not yet fully recovered, 
it has been a real effort to get a Whirrakee put together at all, but thanks 
to Diane Hill and Tom Patullo, who have done the typing and duplicating, 
respectively, under rather more pressure than normal, we have made it in 
time for the November meeting. 


This situation brings home two important points. Firstly, there is need for 
an Assistant Editor, and secondly, there needs to be a tightening up on 
observance of deadlines. 


- Need for an Assistant Editor 


Having an Editor with no one to call on for help, in circumstances such as 
prevailed this month, is not a good situation for either the Editor or the 
Club. Therefore, I would like to hear from any members, who might be 
interested in becoming Assistant Editor(s). It would be good to have some 
help in preparing Whirrakee, and, more particularly, to have someone who 
could take over completely if I am out of action due to illness, work 
commitments, holidays, or whatever. Don't hold back because you don't think: 
you know enough about the natural history of our area, - its a very good 
way to learn. If you have a reasonable command of English Expression, and 
can spell accurately, then you are well enough qualified. 


Need for tightening up_on observance of deadlines 


Production of Whirrakee has gone fairly smoothly for most of the last year 
or so, because most (but not all) contributors have observed the deadlines 
reasonably well. However, observance of the deadline has been getting rather 
lax. Some items are missing this month, because I was not well enough to — 
be bothered making reminder phone calls. For the December issue, I am giving 
all contributors notice that the deadline of Friday 25th of November is a 
firm one. If your contributions are late, they will be held over until the 
January/February issue. 


Call for contributions, especially shorter items. 


If Whirrakee is to maintain its appeal, there is a continuing need for 
shorter items, letters, etc. to add variety and interest. Please put pen to 
paper, and record these interesting observations, or write in when. author's 
call for a response. For example, I am sure Don Franklin would be delighted 
to have many members, rather than one or none, write in about, or bring 
him samples of, the duckweeks which he describes in this issue. Make an 
early start on a New Year resolution to contribute items of this type. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor, 


DUCKWEEDS - THE SMALLEST FLOWERING PLANTS OF ALL 


j by Donald Franklin 


As their name implies, duckweeds are aquatic plants. They float freely‘on — 
or near the surface of still water, and ave not rooted in the mud below. =. 
Indeed, some have no roots at all. They consist of a body (the 'thallus') 
which is often disc-shaped or sub-globular, and in some, one oY more... 
unbranched roots’ attached to the undersurface and trailing in the water. 
below.:The thallus ‘of some are léss than a millimetre long. The largest _ 

_ I've:seen are’ 8'mm long with roots up to 30 mn, though some Victorian 
‘species: are up to 10 mm long and the roots up to 110 mm (4.33 in.). — - 
Though they are true flowering plants, the flowers are minute and not often - 
seen. The more usual method of reproduction is by budding, young ones growing 
in notches:on the side of the adult, somewhat like a bulb with its bulbils. 
Duckweeds: are’ often seen two or three attached together in this way. ' 


Under suitable still-water conditions. duckweeds proliferate and cover the 
water with a dense green scum. On my friend's farm at Bamawm near Rochester, 
where I, first met up with duckweeds, they are present year round on one of ~~ 
the dams, and a few parts.of the: irrigation channels where the’ water is — 
permanent. In. Emu Creek, John Robinson has noted, them annually in summer and 
autumn, when flow is generally least. Jack Kellam found;:somé on the.Campaspe 
River when it’ was just trickling during the drought. What happens to. them’: > 
during floods is an interesting mystery. One would think they'd be swept . 
away... tT S TOURS Sam 


An identification .problem bi Fou tei 
Using the standard references by Willis-(1) and Black (2), I identified . 
two species from the Bamawm dairy farm, Common Duckweed Lemna minor’ and 
Thin Duckweed Spirodela oligorrhiza, (see.cover. photo) on the basis of the 
number of roots per plant. The former is listed as having only one root; 
the latter two or more. However, I wasn't altogether Satisfied, as some of 


my specimens had no’roots at all. Purthermore, I could detect two clear-cut 
color forms, one ‘grassy-green all over, the other a little darker green . 
with a brownish-purple underside, and these did not correspond well with the 


identification based on root numbers. 


A few months later I had lunch one day in the Botanic Gardens at White Hills. 
Growing on the pond was a thick scum of duckweeds. Some of these, I noted, — 
had one root or none, whilst others had two or more, but they all had the 
brownish-purple coloration. Either way, the ones with two or more roots had 
to be Thin Duckweed, and this was an unrecorded second species for North- 
Central Victoria (3) (Bamawm is not considered as in North-Central Victoria.). 


But since the whole business was subject to doubt, how could I be sure? 


I turned to Helen Aston's book on aquatic plants (4), According<=to her-more 
detailed keys and descriptions the two species are clearly separable by the 
number of roots, the presente or absence of brownish-purple pigment and 
Several microscopic féatures. Here was confirmation of my observation that 
color was a significant, feature,.but still no explanation of my plants 
_that had the color of one species and the number of roots of another. -’ 
Could they be hybrids? or merely immature plants that had not yet grown 
their full quota of roots, even’ though they showed no other signs of — 
immaturity? The: fact that some of the all-green species, which supposedly 
has one root, had none, lent: support to the latter explanation. Systeb 


4, 
DUCKWEEDS - THE SMALLEST FLOWERING PLANTS OF ALL continued 
EE ee 


Jack Kellam obtained some duckweeds from the Campaspe River at Turpins Falls. 
I located some more on Emu Creek at Strathfieldsaye. We collaborated, and in 
the face of the experts concluded that color was apparently the reliable 
identification feature, rather than the number of roots. 


Recalling that Frank Robbins had mentioned Duckweeds from the Mitiamo Forest 

in earlier Whirrakees (5) (6), I went to see him. He showed me some more 
specimens that he had growing in a jar of water at his place. These too, 

I thought, were Thin Duckweed, the new species for North-Central Victoria. 
Frank's notes from 1966 showed that he too had had problems with identification 
by root numbers. He had no answer, but urged me to investigate the matter 
further. 


The next step was. to have a look for those microscopic features that Helen - 
Aston mentioned. Off I went to the B.C.A.E., where Bill Holsworth arranged | 
the use of a good binocular microscope. I was quite unable to locate any 

of the extra features. However, I did locate yet another species of duckweed 
amongst my sample from the Botanic Gardens, a third species for North-Central 
Victoria! These, Tiny Duckweed Wolffia s +> were about .5 mm long, tiny dots 
of green that I had previously ignored in spite of Jack Kellam's suggestion | 
that they too were duckweeds. Under the microscope they were quite evident, 
being a totally different shape to the two (?) previous species, and quite 
rootless. ; 


A_simple experiment 


It was Bill Holsworth who suggested the way out of the maze. Try growing — 
them on, he said, to see if those that by color should have two or more i 
roots but haven't, grow them, given time. I separated out three samples of 
10 plants that had less roots than I thought they should have, placed them 
in a jar of dam water and forgot about them for three months. When I finally 
got around to looking at them again, things had changed:- 


Sample 1: Frank RobbinS'’ =: specimens (from Kennington Res.?). 
Tentative identification: Thin Duckweed, the multiple-rooted species, 
but these had 0 or 1 root. 
Result: 18 full-grown duckweeds (as indicated by size of the thallus). 
6 had 2 roots; 1 had 3 roots. — 


Sample 2: Botanic Gardens specimens. . 
Tentative identification: Thin Duckweed, thovgh these specimens had 
only 0 or 1 root. . ; Poarg— cs 
Result: 37 full-grown duckweeds. 13 had 2 roots, 6 had 3 roots, 10 had 
4 roots and 2 had 5 roots, leaving only 6 with 0 or 1 root. ; 


SAmple 3: Emu Creek, Strathfieldsaye. 
Tentative identification: Common Duckweed, the single-rooted species, 
though these had no roots. 
Result: Only 3 survived. These each had one root. 


This experiment leaves no doubt that apparently mature individuals can increase 
their number of roots across the boundaries specified as delineating species. 
Therefore, the number of roots is not a reliable identification characteristic, 


The reasonable interpretation of this is that my tentative identifications 
were correct, and that the full quota of roots is not necessarily achieved 
until some time after the plant is otherwise mature (as judged by superficial 
examination). The two species are best separated by color, with the number 
of roots used as a secondary characteristic. 


De 
DUCKWEEDS - THE SMALLEST! FLOWERING PLANTS OF ALL continued. 


Identification of North-Central Victorian duckweeds 


On the above basis, we have three species of duckweeds, which can be 
identified as follows (magnifying glass almost essential):- 


- Plants sub-globular, floating like an iceberg with only the upper rim at 
the surface; green, often minute (less than 1 mm. long), always rootless; 
occurring singly or joined. together in twos (mother and daughter plants) 


Tiny Duckweed Wolffia sp. (I have some doubts about the specific _ 
identification, but as there is no confusing species so far 
recorded in the area, I haven't taken the matter further.) 


- Plants disc-shaped, floating on the water surface; often 2-3 mm long but 
sometimes smaller; often with roots attached to the under surface; often 
seen with three joined together as well as singly and in pairs. 


_- Plant green all over; never with more than 1 root 
* Common Duckweed Lemna minor 


- Plant with some brownish-purple coloration, usually covering the 
undersurface and rim of the disc; often with two or more roots 


Thin Duckweed Spirodela oligorrhiza 


Aston (4) has illustrations of the species. She also mentions the taxonomic 
difficulty of duckweeds, and although there is no suggestion that our three 
species’are less than quite distinct, we can expect name changes in the future. 


Distribution 


Officially there is only one record of one species for our district (3) 
this being Common Duckweed from Two Tree Swamp between Corop and Rushworth. 
The ease with which a few observers have extended this to four localities 
and three species, and the fact that these floating plants are present in 
at least the Campaspe River system leaves little doubt that Many more 
localities, and possibly even more species, will come to hand. Perhaps 
you've already seen some, on a dam or in a channel somewhere. I'm keen to 
see any specimens anyone can bring in. 


Common Duckweed:- Two Tree Swamp and Emu Creek, Strathfieldsaye. Outside 
of North-Central Victoria, Frank Robbins has recorded a small form in 
‘the aboriginal waterholes at Mitiamo (6); I've recorded it at Bamawm 
near Rochester, and Aston (4) records it for lowland southern Victoria, 
the Murray Valley, for all Australian states and for much of the world. 


(It is a native plant, as are the other two.) : 


Thin Duckweéd:- In North-Central Victoria, recorded from the Botanic Gardens 
at White Hills, Turpins Falls on the Campaspe River, and possibly 
from Kennington Reservoir. I've seen them at Bamawm near Rochester, . 
Helen Aston (4) records it as scattered in southern lowland Victoria 
and the Goulbourn and Murray Valleys, in most Australian states, 
through much of Asia, and in U.S.A., to which it has been introduced. 


Tiny Duckweed:- The only North-Central Victorian record to date is from the 
pond of the Botanic Gardens at White Hills. Frank Robbins has found 
W. australiana in the aboriginal waterholes at Mitiamo (5) (6). In 
Victoria, Aston records two species which are mainly restricted to 
southern lowland Victoria. 


6. 
BUCKWEEDS - THE SMALLEST. FLOWERING Buait's OF ALL continuedy 2-2 


Reknorledpenen tae 

Jack Kellam, Bill Holsworth and Frank Robbins. all gave assistance, and 
encouragement to doubt the experts. Jack made sure I didn't forget about. 
my specimens and the writing up of this report! 
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NAL aE PLANTS Ae FERT ILISERS ~o 
; by Eric Wilkinson 


When I first began growing native plants in my parents ' garden at. Box Hit. 
in the 1950's, there was not a lot of information available, and of course 
nothing like ne range of species, and garden cultivors gnien can be 
obtained today. Conventional wisdom then was that Wats tralian natives thrive 
on neglect", Experience over the years has taught me otherwise. I was also 
told that "mantres and fertilisers will kill native plants". This has also. 
been shown to be not true, although the responses of different species vary 
widely, and some can certainly be killed by kindness. I have had considerable 
success in correcting chlorosis (yellowing) of many natives by applications 
of iron chelates, since I was first told about it by Peter Ellis some years 
ago. I have also used sulphate of ammonia with considerable succéss when 

' some of our larger shrubs were in decline during the drouglit. The spring 
before last, our quite large Melaleuca nesophila put out no new growth, and 


began to drop leaves. A liberal dressing of sulphate of ammonia, well watered 


“in, gradually restored it to health, and, despite the drought, if flowered 
well last year. I have seen Eucalyptus, Melaleuca and Callitris respond 
dramatically to sulphate . of ammonia. It is also effective on at least some 


Grevilleas and Callistemons. Straw and sheep manure mulch placed around some — 


of our exotic trees was spread much further afield by our bantams, and some 
natives have benefited, albeit unintentionally. Having seen the results, 

I will be less reluctant to use such mulches on our natives, although I 
wouldn't suggest poultry manure. Perhaps other members have information 
based on similar trial and error Ss EL: If ky I am sure Sacre 
would be Hae SIS to read of them. FD 


ye 


FIRST CENSUS OF THE PLANTS OF M. KORG G 


Compiled by Bob Allen, with additions from Cliff Beaugléhole's records , 
and from Don Franklin and Eric Wilkinson. ee 


Editors Note 


The following check-list of the flora of Mt. Korong is essentially a census 
based on the plants collected for identification during the excursion to: 
Mt. Korong on 18th September 1983. Additional species have been added based 
on observations made by Eric Wilkinson (prefix EW) during geological mapping 
of the area, and by Don Franklin (prefix DF) mainly on 17th September, ~ 
Additional species listed by A.C.Beauglehole are prefixed ACB. This check- 
list lists 153 species of higher plants, in 54 families. 

The species marked with an asterisk are introduced. The native species marked 
with a # are known to occur in the Mt. Korong area, but have not yet been 
located within the Mt. Korong Scenic Reserve. No doubt further visits at 
other times of the year, and covering other parts of the reserve, will add 
many more species, but at least this list is a substantial start to 
documenting the flora of Mt. Korong. The next stage will be to add notes 

on distribution within the reserve, and comments on abundance or rarity, 
ete., but this stage is some way off as yet. 


PTERIDOPHYTA | 


(Ferns and Fern allies) 
4 DENNST AEDT TACEAE 
mete te Ren hat aa ates 
=———(§ Pteridium esculentum Bi Austral Bracken 
2 ADIANTACEAE seat 
~~) Cheilanthes tenuifolia Rock Fern 
3 ASPLENIACEAE | 
——€)Asplenium flabellifolium  ~— . Necklace Fern 
_-€&) Plurosorus rutifolius Kerr, - Blanket Fern 
GYM OSPERMAE we 
(Conifers) 
}. CUPRESSACEAE | 
_~—® EW # Callitris preissii pat targa Slender Cypress Pine 
ANGIOSPERMAE | 
(Flowering Plants) 
MON OCOT YLEDON EAB 
6 GRAMINEAE 
TRIBE EHRHARTEAE i 
o=m@ * Ehrharta longi flora o) Annual Veldt Grass 
TRIBE FESTUCEAE | : Eper 7 
—)* Briza maxima @ Large Quaking Grass 
eee O* Boiza minor _ 6) Lesser Quaking Grass. 
=~ * Vulpia megalura © (6) Fox-tail Fedfue fescue 
—=* Lolium perenne G Perennial Rye-grass 


) 
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FIRST CENSUS OF THE PLANTS OF MI. KORONG continued. 
tn nee 


TRIBE BROMEAE 


— ACB Bromus arenarius @. ‘Sand Brome _ 
a= * Bromus mollis - Soft Brome 
—~ * Bromus rubens | vi Red Brome 
—— * Bromus diandrus © Great Brome 
' TRIBE HORDEBAE | sd 
— * Hordeum hystrix g Mediterranean Barley-grass 


TRIBE AVENEAE 


— * Avena fatua © Wild oat 
—= * Aira caryophyllea © Silvery Hair Graseu 
— * Holcus lanatus No Yorkshire Fog - 
TRIBE DANT HCN IEAE © 
ao Danthonia setacea - ‘C) Bristly Wallaby-grass 
TRIBE AGROSTIDEAR ee 
Eames ACB Echinopogon ovatus 6) Common Hedgehog Grass 
a “CYPERACEAE . 
= Scirpus platycarpus Club Rush 
_ == Schoenus breviculmis Matted Bog Rush 
4 CENT ROLEPIDACEAE i 
“ Centrolepis strigosa Hairy centrolepis | 
& IUNCACEAE rts | 
— Luzula campestris Field Wood Rush 
~< Juncus bufonius aes Toad Rush 
— Juncus radula . Hoary Rush 
——,J uncus SPE ess soe ere Rush 
—n Dichopogon strictus AcE Chocolate Lily © 
=~ Thysanotus patersonii : Twining Fringe Lily 
= = DF Chamaescilla corymbosa Blue Star 
«= Bulbine bulbosa Bulbine Lily 
—~ Dianella revoluta | Black-anther Flax Sea 
~~ Anguillaria dioica = Early Nancy: 
“+ Burchardia umbellata _ Milkmaids 
J HYPOXIDACEAE 
. maa Hypoxis glabella | ere Se Yellow Star 
Q yh 5 , 
wy ERIDACEAE G4, anv4 I 
= x Romulea rosea Onion Grass" 
== * Romulea rosea Var. parviflora Onion Grass . | 
“ ORCHIDACEAE : 3 
ew DF Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers 
—— Glossodia major Waxlip Orchid 


Pterostylis curta Blunt Greenhood 


tawolT “So: 


Ga or Plants) 


ib) ae B'S OOL LLsme 


~ DICOl YLEDON EAE 
,3. CASUARIN ACEAE .-.> 


EW # Casuarina ‘luehmarinii (> 
EW Casuarina stricta 


Up URTICACEAE 


* Urtica urens 
Parietaria debilis 


JS SINT ALACEAB 


Exovarpos cupressiformis 


Powe gt 
nie eg 


ye LORANT HACEAB “7 
ACB Amyema preissii- 
Amyema quandang — 
Lysiana exocarpi 


(7 POLYGON ACEAE 


* Rumex crispis’_ 
Rumex dumosus  * 
* Rumex acetosella: © 
* Polygonum aus ula leae 
rey) oe aes tery ace 
6 PORTULACACEAB 
Calandrinia calyptrata 
Jf CARYOPHYLLACEAE 0. 
~* Spergula pentandra 
~ Spergularia rubra 
2 * Stellaria media 


~ * Cerastium illyricum. ° 
* Petrorhagia velutina 


20 RAN UW CULACEAE 


} Venue ty pata 
Tete Ee EPS 


Ranunculus lappaceus 
(S@ Ranunculus sessiliflorus 


PACE 


CRUCIFERAE _ 
a TRiGe Dennen 
% Erophila verna er 


ae FUMARTACEAE nt 3) ti, 
Se cS PeeoLara : 
Fumaria Ss ie: 

53° DROSERACEAE . 
Drosera planchonii 
Drosera auriculata 


Drosera peltata — 
Drosera glanduligera 


FIRST CENSUS OF.THE ELAS, OF. MT. KORG 


. or Tg f tyaee\ ist bas g's Oa "9 : Sod 
‘ e 


continued. 


Bullsoalenys swe aaa 


Drooping Sheoak: 


Small Nettle f ; 
Shade Pellitory. 


Cherry Ballart | 


Wire-leaf Mistletoe® 00 
Grey Mistletoe 


_ Harlequin Mistletoe 


Gurled Dock) Se Aixam ener a 
Wiry Docktane a ranieeiris obi e set 
Sheep Sorrel) agar Gils )8 
Prostrate Knotweed 


otha rte § 


Pink Purs lane : 


Five- cithenees corn Spumey 
Red Sand Spurrey ht 
Chickweed — get ek, 
Levantine Chickweed - 
Hairy Pink 


Australian Eeerenn 
(Australian) Small Flowered - 
SISRSESLED 


Whitlow Grass 


Seger Fumitory ee 


Climbing Sundew 
Errienellan 


_ Pale Sundew 


Scarlet Sundew ._ 
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FIRST CENSUS OF THE PLANTS OF _MT. KORQVG continued. 


(24 CRASSULACEAE 
Crassula hélmsii : Swamp Crassula 
Crassula sieberana Sieber Grassula 
Crassula macrantha Spreading @Grassula 
_ Crassula colorata Dense Crassula 
ay PITT OSPORACEAE 
EW # Pittosporum phillyreoides Weeping Pittosporum 
-2¢ ROSACEAE | 
ay rece 
* Aphanes arvensis Parsley Pert 
Acaena ovina Sheep's Burr 
27  MIMOSACEAE 
Acacia calamifolia Wallowa 
Acacia implexa Lightwood ; 
Acacia paucijuga Granite Wattle 
DF Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 
Acacia verniciflua Varnish Wattle — 
2g PAPILICNACEAE _ P 
* Medicago polymorpha Burr Medic 
* Medicago lupulina Black Medic 
Pultenea daphnoides Large-leaf Bush Pea 
* Trifolium subterraneum Subterranean Clover 
* Trifolium campestre : ; Hop Clover 
* Trifolium glomeratum Cluster Clover . 
* Trifolium angustifolium Narrow-leaf Clover 
Trifolium arvense Hare's-foot Clover 
24 GERAN TACEAE 
* Erodium moschatum _ Musky Herons-bill 
* Erodium cicutarium Common Herons-bill 
Erodium crinitum (Native) Blue Herons-bill 
_* Erodium botrys ; Big Herons-bill 
Geranium solanderi Austral Cranes-bill 
30. OXALIDACEAE 
Oxalis corniculata  __ Yellow Wood-sorrel 
3;  RULACEAE 3 | 
Correa glabra ba Rock Correa 
32  STACKHOUSIACEAE / 
DF Stackhousia monogyna = - Creamy Candles 
33 SAPINDACEAE 
Dodonaea cuneata : Wedge-leaf Hop’ Bush 
Dodonaea viscosa © °77 Giant Hop Bush 
3h T HYMELAEACEAE 
Pimelea humilis ' Common Rice Flower 
Pimelea linifolia Slender Rice Flower 
34 LYTHRACEAE ; 


Lythrum hyssopifolia Small Loosestrife 


FIRST! CENSUS OF THE PLANTS OF MT. 


2é MYRTACEAE 


DF Calytrix tetragona 

EW Eucalyptus blakelyi 

EW Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
EW Eucalyptus goniocalyx 

EW Eucalyptus melliodora 

EW Eucalyptus microcarpa _ 
DF EW # Eucalyptus cf odorata 


PEEEORBGAOHAB/ 
3 Med x 


TT RICHACEAE 
' * Callitriche stagnalis 
37 MHALORAGACEAE 
Myriophyllum propinquum 
3¢ UMBELLIFERAE 


Hydrocotyle laxiflora 
Hydrocotyle calicarpa 
Daucus glochidiatus 


o PRIMULACEAE 
Anagallis arvensis 
z( GENT IAN ACEAR 


* Cicendia quadrangularis 
Sebaea ovata 


i-2 BORAGINACEAE 
Myosotis australia 5 
1,3 SOLANACEAE . 


Solanum laciniatum 
* Nicotiana glauca 


/-y- SCROPHULARTACE AE 


Limosella australia 
ACB Limosella curdieana 
* Parentucellia latifolia 


| ps LABIATAE 


Ajuga australis 
* Marrubium vulgare 
Prostanthera nivea «* 


bg MYOPORACEAE 

ACB # Eremophila gibbifolia 
7 PLANT AGIN ACEAE 

Plantag® varia 
fg RUBIACEAE 


* Sherardia arvensis 


il. 


continued 


Common Fringe Myrtle . 

Hill Gum . 

Red Gum. 

Long-leafed Box . 

Yellow Box 

Grey Box . ‘ 

Peppermint Box (needs confirmation) . 


Water Starwort , 
Water Milfoil . 


Stinking Pennywort . 
Tiny Pennywort . 
Austral Carrot - 


Pimpernel . 


Square Cicendia ~ 
Yellow Sebaea , 


7 
Austral Forget-Me-Not 


’ Kangaroo Apple. 


Tree Tobacco . 


Austral Mudwort . 
Large Mudwort 
Common Bartsia / 


Austral Bugle - 
Horehound 
Snowy Mint-Bush. 


e€accl 


D 
‘Scaky Emu Bush . 


Variable Plantain 


Field Madder 


Ive 
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49g CAMPAY ULACEAE 


Wahlenbergia stricta ' 
ACB Wahlenbergia fiuminalis 


50 LOBELIACEAE 
Isotoma axillar 
57 GOODEN TACEAE 
ACB Goodenia humilis 
St YLIDIACEAE 
Levenhookia dubia 
54 COMPOSI? AB (ASTERACEAE ) 


St 


KORG 


+ Brachycome perpusilla var. tenella 


* Stuartina muclleri 
- Gnaphaiium indutum .. 
—Helipterun pyginaeu 

~~ Heliptervm australe 
- Helipteri. demissum 
~ Helichrysum TUE MAE Ee 
« Rutidosis multi£ 


-Myriocephalus rhizocephalus 
+ Actinobole uliginosum 
-Cotula australis 
~ * Cotula bipinnata 
“ * Soliva pterosperma | 
- * Arctotheca calendula 
«Senecio quadridentatus 
« * Hypochoeris radicata 

* Sonchus oleraceus 

“* Sonchus asper 
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continued, 


Tall Bluebell 
River Bluebell | 


Rock Isotome 
Swamp Goodenia 
Hairy Stylewort 


Rayless Daisy 
Spoon Cudweed 
Tiny Cudweed 
Pigmy Sunray 
Common Sunray 


Tiny Bow-Flower 
Woolly Heads 
Flannel Cudweed 
Common Cotula 
Ferny Cotula 
Jo.Jo. 
Cape-Weed 
Cotton Fire-Weed 
Cat's Ear 

Sow Thistle 

Prickly Sow Thistle 
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A plant list such as the one above may not be gripping reading, and may be 
more than a little perplexing to those with more limited botanical knowledge’. 
However, it is a very important first step to understanding the flora of 

Mt. Korong, and will enable those of us who don't have Bob Allen! s familiarity 
with the plants to cheat a little, and learn a lot, by being able to know 
which plants to look up in our books , on a visit to Mt. Korong. 


Next month I hope to publish the bird list from Mt. Korong. Like the plant 
list; it will not be a complete listing, but a substantial start to documenting 
the avifavna. A Campout in the warmer weather of October or November next 

year will undoubtedly add many plants and birds to these preliminary lists. 


Editor. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Endangered Plants . 
Dear Eric, ¢ 
Tom Patullo's intriguing article "Our Bendigo Waxie - Is It An 
Endangered Species?" raises some interesting issues. It was timely that such 
an article should come so soon after Neville Scarlett’ s excellent talk on 
"Rape and Endangered Victorian Plants." 


One activity that the B.F.N.C. could engage itself in is the 
documentation of all the rare and endangered species in the area. Once this 
has taken place, then what would be appropriate would be a scheme to 
preserve these species. A number of options are open but one, to my mind, 
that should be high on the list of PREGA is to set aside parts of 
reserves to grow these plants. 


Such a scheme would need co-operation from other Reaiess e.fe! 
“Crown Lands, but would be very beneficial in helping to preserve our flora. 


If a number of reserves could be fenced and established then we would have ——____ 


a reserve of these plants to ensure that they are not wiped out completely. 


_ Projects such as these could well be a valuable, and worthwhile, 
contribution to our 200 year celebrations for example, or even begun in our 
“40th year and become an on going project. 


Yours, 
Rod. Fyffe. 


Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters 


Dear Eric, 

Regarding your query about the presence of Yellow tufted honeyeaters 
in the October issue of Whirrakee. They. first appeared in my garden in the 
autumn, and bred nearby, but I did not find a nest. Probably in a neighbour's 
enieKet of native shrubs. I provided three bowls of fresh drinking water 
and they came in daily to mainly bathe. One day there were nine perched 
in a tiny callistemon (3 feet high) beside the bowl, and taking turns to- 
bathe. 


On June 24th on a misty mourns - a group of nine were "playing 
and chasing’ as described by Graham Pizzey, page 332 of his Field Guide. 
Chattering, they flew from the Callistemon to the paling fence, back and forth 
until they had moved 2/3 rd. of the way up the dividing fence, before flying. 
off. On the fence they had their wings drooped and their coins raised, 


_ During the drought I changed the water about three times a A GE 
and would immediately Heats une sharp cry. 


Miss M.Ross. 
Wirth St., Flora Hill. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR OCTOBER 1983 


The harsh, long winters of North America make life impossible for many birds. 
Approximately 90 percent of the Canadian species migrate either south- 
wards, or to milder coastal areas, to escape certain death. The birds which 
breed further to the north generally migrate further south, some flying as 
far as the South American Pampas -and the Patagonian Desert, One of these, 
the Lesser Yellowlegs, a wader, has been recently recorded for the first 
time in Australia. 


Bird migration was. the subject of Dr. Bill Holswonth!'s talk at our October 
meeting. He displayed maps that showed definite migration paths for different 
species, the return route often differing from the southward flight. He also 
discussed other. types of migration ; such as the eruptive migration of the. 
Snowy Owl. This bird remains in the Arctic over winter, feeding on lemmings, 
but when the population of these mammals takes a proverbial nosedive , the 
owls move : Sage in the search for’ food. 


Spring fever “Gt seens, has: affected SISA | -as., well as badass This meeting 
saw. the largest number of ‘observations. for..a long time. Keep it up! The most 
exciting observation for the night was a record of a pair of Regent Honey- 
eaters breeding in the Bendigo area. At the time of the meeting the BEES 
were thought’ to havé laid éggs not long before. 


The Blue-billed Duck, for which the only previous enaiees District report 
is from Tandarra, hae recently been observed twice at the Bendigo Sewerage 
Farm. On August 26th one female was seen. Five weeks later a pair were seen, 
the male in full breeding plumage. 


Perhaps nesting boxes are increasing the breeding frequency in this district 
of the Chestnut Teal. The two cbservations of this species have all been in 
association with nest boxes. Firstly at Strathfieldsaye in August and 
September, and in October at the Sewerage Farm. One egg was found in the . 
Strathfieldsaye nest on lst August; by the 9th September four young were — 
recorded. At the Sewerage Farn the nesting box site was defended vigorously 


vagainst, the intruding Grey Teal. 
‘The. four Plumed Whistling Ducks peronted last month are not an. Gieniatedi 


instance. Quite-a few have been seen-on dams around, Kamarooka, and have ~~ 
also been. reported froin the. _Serpentine/Bears Lagoon district. This species | 

is primarily a- ‘tropical and sub- ~tropical duck, but» 3! some years eee ae 
appears in numbers in Victoria. 


Most of ow breeding migrants have returned to the Bendigo district. White 


_winged Trillers were observed at Inglewood on.17th August,. and later 
observations made from: various other Pope Cas This: seems to be a. were 


early. arrival date for this: species. . 


The first Rufous Songlark recorded for the Spring was observed on 3ist 
August near Inglewood. Another migrant, the Rainbow Bee-eater, has turned up 
in good numbers this year, with the first record from Mt. Korong on 17th 
September. The Japanese Snipe, which breeds in Japan and arrives in 
Australia in the Spring, was recorded at Strathfieldsaye in mid September, 
when two birds were observed. The Sacred Kingfisher has been recorded at 
Strathfieldsaye and Kennington Reservoir on 25th August, and at inghevood 
on 2nd October. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR OCTOBER 1983 continued. 


Several species of semi-migratory birds have also been vecorded over the 
last month. The Painted Honeyeater has been resident at Strathfieldsaye 
since the 4th ‘September and’has also been recorded at Inglewood on 29th 
September. The beautiful Crimson Chats have been neconded at ae Lake.” 
Watch out for them in the Bendigo District. 


Two records of the Black Falcon have come to hand enya The first was 
seen at Eaglehawk, on the ground in an: urban backyard (22nd‘ September). The 
second sighting, on 5th October, was in open country near Dingee where a 
pair were thought to be nesting. The Black Falcon is usually a- bird OE the ° 
open plains. 


Two Nankeen Night-heron records were received for early October. One was 

observed néar a Mandurang dam, whilst the other, uncharacteristically, was 
observed in mixed Box, Yellow Gum, Mallee Woodland on the Arnold West Road, 
2 kms from Inglewood. Nankeen Night-herons . are rarely seen far from water, 


Another uncommon visitor to this area is the Royal Spoonbill. With heavy 

recent rains, many temporary swamps have filled, providing suitable habitat 
for this species, and a single bird was seen on such a swamp on Sth October 
near Bridgewater, : 


Banded Plover are quite often seen on Hey open. wales in the north, but. rarely 
elsewhere in the district. Two sightings close to Bendigo are ‘therefore Amer 
source of interest, especially so as one, at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm on — 
30th September, | was of a bird sitting on a nest with three eggs. The other was” 
of one heard flying over White Hills on the night of the 5th of September. _ 


- The Western Warbler. is an uncommon resident found in the: drier woodlands of 
the district. These small birds are so unobtrusive that in Autum they were 
once thought to migrate, no one knew to where. With the coming of Spring 
‘their sweet melody reminds us of their presence. An observation at pear, 
the first for that area, is in an unusually southerly: locality. 


An interesting observation came from central Wellsford Forest, where the. 
first recording of the Fuscous Honeyeater was made since December 1982, 

It is interesting to note that the Survey conducted by our Group on the birds 
of Bendigo street trees revealed the PEELIONE MESES? to be one of the 
more common urban Honeyeaters. 


This could possibly explain the EMIS in Septenber, of records from 
Wellsford and other areas. 


The decline of the Grey-crowned Babbler has concerned many assheal observers, . 

’ and is poorly understood. Once they could be found in flocks:in many places, 
but are now of very restricted distribution around Bendigo. The sighting 

of a noisy and active individual in a Black Box depression near Dingee is 

a new locality, an unusual habitat and an wmusually sized flock. 


Finally, we have two owl sightings. A Barn Owl seen at Sedgwick on 3rd Sept., 
at very close range at its daytime perch, is the first sighting in that 
locality for some time. The Barn Owl occasionally erupts in large numbers, 
especially during mouse plagues, and this sighting may prove the precursor 
of such an event. The Barking Owl, on the other hand, is a more sedentary 
species, but it is rare in this. aréa. Sightings near ‘Inglewood on 24th, . 
August and 18th September are thought to be of the same individual, though - 
seen quite a few miles apart. On the second occasion the bird was flushed 
from a roadside during the day. i 


16, 
ROADS AND THE LANDSCAPE 


In 1952 Edna Walling wrote in the introduction to her book 'The Australian 
Roadside" : "Could any excitement surpass the thrill of discovering the 
exquisite and elusive beauty to be found on the roadside, in the open 
country and through the forest? I confess to an overwhelming love of the’ 
roadside and the things to be discovered there". 


Her message was clear then, that roads should disturb the natural landscape 
as little as possible and that any new’ roads and roadside development should 
be designed to be compatible with the natural landscape resource of the 
district. 


Since then, millions of words have been printed about roads and the landscape, 
and the relationship of the man-made landscape to the natural landscape. 
There has been a recent explosion of expertise in the field of Landscape 
Architecture. Techniques exist for managing the visual resource of the 
landscape. However, despite all this supposed understanding , progress still 
involves the removal of roadside trees, or worse, the maiming of them. 

Why have we not been able to do better? Maybe the issue is not of techniques 
and expertise and printed words, but something which Winty Calder addresses 
several times in her book "Beyond the View". 


"Man's treatment of his surroundings depends largely upon the customs and 
conventions of his culture. What we need now is a culture that promotes 
harmony between Man and the world's landscapes as well as harmony between 
one person and another. These ecological harmonies are very closely 
related; we should aim to mingle them in each other". 


Perhaps, if we stop using so much paper for such discussions as this, and 
start looking more directly at our land and caring for it and each other 
more directly, then we may begin to do better. Amen. 


(Presented to the Roadsides Conservation Committee by Helen Stafford, 
representing the Landscape Committee of the National Trust of Australia 
(Victoria). 8th J une 1983. ) 


Mr. John Hawker, Project Officer for the Register of Significant Trees, 
has prepared a list of trees which are on the Register and are located on 
roadside reserves. The list includes Classified and Recorded trees. 

Copies of this list are available from the Roadsides Conservation. 
Committee, c/- Ministry for Conservation, P.O. Box 41, East Melbourne 3002. 


. These items were contributed by the Roadsides Conservation Committee). 


STOP PRESS 


Congratulations to Mr. Rod. Fyffe on his election to AB Bendigo City 
Cree, 
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SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedate, 39 7308 
SECRET ARY Laurie Leeson... 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSIST ANT SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka 36 9252 
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EXCURSICN ORGANISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 WegngHeea St., Cal.Gully 46 8736 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 


Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and children ed 00. 


- Whirrakee subscription only., "$10. 00.: 


General Meetings are held on the second Weanacaes) of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. | 


Meetings start at 7.30 p. Ms and conclude with supper. 
The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special _ 


Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. . 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.0a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.0P. m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times 
in a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has two active sub-groups. 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of aS month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough = 61 1698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 


President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


MEET INGS 


November 9 Alan Spence will speak on his travels in Central and South 
America - a travelogue with a natural history bias. 


December 14 Christmas Social, commencing with casserole tea at 6.30 p.m. 
NB The Burnett Lounge was not available. The Social will be 
held at the Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, _ 
Midland Highway, Epsom. 


January 11 Film night - films to be announced. 
‘1984 


EXCURSICNS 


Sun.Dec.18 TANG TANG SWAMP 
‘Afternoon and evening, with picnic tea. Full details next issue. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP » 


Thurs Nov.18 "Wombats - living and fossil" by Eric Wilkinson. 
8.0 p.m. at Bill Holsworth's home, Nabilla Cr., Kennington. 


Sat.Dec.10 Mammal Survey Group and of year barbeque at John Lindner's and 
Caroline Ebbels residence, Burns St., Axedale. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri..Dec. 2 "Member's Night". Several Group members will give a ten minute | 
, talk and/or show slides. Bird of the Night will be Grey Teal. 


Sat.Dec.3.. Excursion: a half day outing to the forest between Kangaroo 
’  ° Flat and Lockwood South. The outing will conclude with a 
barbeque, as this is the Group's last function for the year. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 9.0 a.m. 


_W/E Nov. TERRICKS FOREST CAMPOUT Leader: John Berry. 
12-13 Weekend campout to list birds, plants, mammals etc., so that 
: a submission to the Land Conservation Council's Murray Valley a 
Study can be prepared by Dec. 2. 


Location: About 9 km, north of Mitiamo, take the track to the V 
east. The route to the campsite from the main road will be 
marked. The campsite will be to the west of the granite out- Pe 
crop near the aboriginal water holes (see Whirrakee Vol.2(1), . 
page 13). Maps will be available from John Berry at the 4 sett 
November meeting. #2 


COMMITTEE MEETING . 
Mon.Nov.21 8.0 p.m. at Bill Holsworth's home, Nabilla Cresc. Kennington. 


